1


5




Primal Fear




Name
Institute of Affiliation
Professor
Date






Primal Fear
Primal Fear is a film about an altar teenager called Aron alleged of killing Archbishop Rushman. A lawyer named Martin Vail from Chicago who likes the spotlight takes the chance to represent the teenager on a pro bono case. Aron, a street child and a splutter, did not appear to have killed the archbishop. At the beginning of the hearing, Vail learns that some city leaders like Counsellor John Shaughnessy lately misplaced a lot of money in properties because the archbishop denied them access to church land to develop a real estate despite being threatened on several occasions. On his quest to prove his client innocent, he comes across a tape in the bishop's house that shows the boy being sexually abused with two other teenagers, including a girl named Linda Forbes. During the confrontation, the boy suddenly changes to a different person, yells at Stampler, and later returns to his shy and timid state. His psychiatric Molly Arrington diagnosed him with "dissoactive identity disorder" that resulted from the sexual abuse he underwent in his stay with archbishop.
 Vail decided to use the tape in the courtroom and have Stampler on the stand, who later attacks Venable, the prosecutor, after turning into another character called Roy. After being restrained in his cell, he admits to having pretended and that he knew what he was doing at the court and even admitted to having killed the archbishop after the court declared him not guilty and gave him a lesser sentence. Vail is used to being a selfish lawyer who is only interested in representing rich people and winning, and this case gets his attention because he wants to win the case and uplift his name, which works against him at the end of the movie. Stampler is used to show three characters in one who represents Roy the arrogant person, Stampler the stammer, and a boy from Kentucky (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREK7mL2aZ8&has_verified=1 ).
The movie showcases the absence of evidence in the case and the need to prove the teenager guilty to favor the civil servants who have selfish interests of the church’s land. The prosecutor is used to show the minority and the treatment they face under the corrupt government officials. The defense attorney is used to show a selfish attorney who is used in getting his way in any court case and uses the case of a teenager which plays against him than his usual cases (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREK7mL2aZ8&has_verified=1). 
The archbishop is used to show people who hide behind religion to do despicable things like raping teenagers and conducting illegal deals.  The altar boy and the girl named Linda are used to portraying the evilness depicted by archbishop towards the teenagers who are from low backgrounds like Stampler. John Shaughnessy is used to showing a corrupt civil servant who will kill to keep public property while threatening prosecutors to win court cases for selfish gains. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREK7mL2aZ8&has_verified=1 ).
In his effort to prove Stampler not guilty of killing the archbishop, Vail calls Stampler at the stand to get the prosecutor to question him, which in turn brings out the other of his personality, “Roy," who attempts to strangle Venable. This incident leads to a verdict of not guilty by the judge. To celebrate his victory, Vail visits Stampler in prison, who then admits to having faked the whole incidence at the court to be free, this shocks Vail who did not expect Stampler to be capable of lying due to his shy nature of background (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREK7mL2aZ8&has_verified=1 ). 
In the beginning, Stampler is portrayed as a poor boy rescued by the archbishop and given shelter. This boy is later arrested for the allegations of murder of the archbishop. During his trial, the teenager is seemed innocent from his background until he attacks the prosecutor during a court trial, during his split personality incident. In the end, the teenager advances to become a psychopath who has no mercy and pretends to have a split personality disorder to earn his freedom, which is an unexpected act from the poor teenage boy who was homeless at the beginning of the movie. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XREK7mL2aZ8&has_verified=1 ).
The lawyers crossed the line because Vail knew the teenager had a motive to kill the archbishop but ignored it because he had selfish gains to become more famous for representing the teenager. He did not pursue the case further, even after Stampler had confessed to having killed the archbishop at the end in his cell.
The movie ends in a dilemma. Vail is portrayed as a selfish lawyer at the beginning of the movie whose intentions are to become more famous from the case. At the end of the movie, Vail seems like an honest lawyer whose intentions were to help Stampler even though his intentions do not succeed. This movie made me feel wrong about how people can use their sanity to manipulate the justice system to their favor and get away with crimes.
Yes, I was surprised because I thought Stampler was innocent and that the evidence was planted to keep him behind bars. The legal profession is a calling and is not meant for the faint hearted but for the brave individuals who will use all means to ensure justice prevails. Yes, it does because it shows real-life scenarios that happen and how people manipulate the justice system to have innocent people behind bars.
This movie has not impacted my career choice; these scenarios are present in our justice systems, and we need people full of integrity to help fight injustice in the justice system to restore dignity in our societies.
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